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  PPrreessiiddeennttss’’  MMeessssaaggee   from Sheri and Betsy   

It is hard to believe that our 2 year term is coming to an end! We have thoroughly enjoyed serving Coastal-
Georgetown AAUW and would highly recommend it to others. We would like to share our reflections with you.  

We always knew that the C-G AAUW women were exceptional, and our experiences confirmed that. Our VPs 
for Program have organized incredible programs over the past two years. Our speakers have been 
knowledgeable, gracious, and passionate about their areas of expertise. Several speakers have brought new 
volunteer experiences to several of our members. Our meetings continue to be located in many of our area’s 
wonderful restaurants. Yes, sometimes we have to drive a bit further, but we are so fortunate to have members 
from Ocean City, MD to Milford and west to Millsboro! The annual January Public Forum continues to 
showcase timely topics which benefit the entire community. Fundraising is usually an area where people shy 
away from, but C-G AAUW members have jumped in to the cause for our local scholarships. This past year 
alone, the Fashion Show, the Kaplan SAT practice test, the Dine Out cards, the Dining Out for Scholarship, and 
the Geranium Sale have created a healthy fund for our local scholarships and the Sussex County Science Fair. 
The Scholarship Committee is presently reading the essays from 41 applicants in order to make the best 
decision regarding the winner of that scholarship. The STEM Special Interest Group has passionately jumped 
into volunteering with the STEM programs in some of our local elementary schools, and they will decide how to 
proceed in the future in order to fulfill their goals. Our Lobby Corps and Public Policy groups have kept us 
informed as they have followed the issues that fulfill the mission of AAUW. National AAUW continues to legally 
pursue cases and to promote legislation that fulfill its mission the generosity of our members and the leaders of 
our committees and officers is truly awesome!  

We have one concern - in order for C-G AAUW to continue as a healthy, vibrant branch, many members must 
step up to volunteer for the many positions that keep us rolling along. In several situations, there are only a few 
members keeping a committee or a project healthy. Jump in and help – it’s rewarding & fun!!!  

Coastal-Georgetown AAUW Gives Six Awards at Sussex County Science Fair 

The Coastal-Georgetown Branch of the American Association of University Women was one of several organizations that 

presented special awards to Sussex County middle and high school students who participated in the March 4th, Sussex 

County Science Fair at the Biden Center in Lewes. 

AAUW selected six students to honor for their projects.  The two middle school students who received awards were 

Kierstin Blatzheim from Sussex Academy of Arts and Sciences for her project titled “Breaking It Down: Compost Style” 

and Alvina AmanKwaa-Africa from Mariner Middle School for her work titled  “Does Gender Affect Cone Cells.  Mikayla 

Ockels, a ninth grade student from Sussex Central HS received an award for her project titled “Black Gold.”  Tenth grader, 

Kaitlin Philcox, from Cape Henlopen HS was selected for her engineering project titled “Shape Airflow Dynamics.” 

Will McCabe, a junior from Indian River HS received an award for his environmental science project “Grey for Green: The 

Grey Water Option” and  Bansri Patel, Sussex Technical HS junior was awarded for her microbiology project titled, 

“Effects of BPA & BPS in C elegans.” 

Marty Johnson, member of the Coastal-Georgetown Branch, presented each recipient with a certificate and a monetary 

award given in the name of Louise Eiremann Dale, a charter member and past president of the Coastal-Georgetown 

AAUW branch. This was Coastal-Georgetown AAUW’s tenth year participating in the Science Fair. The AAUW judges were 

Betsy Baumeister, Kathleen Thompson, Marylou Dodge, Brenda Snyder, Rose Laird, Pat Powell and Marty Johnson.  
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Susan Chin, was the AAUW representative for the Sussex judges. AAUW judges were extremely pleased with this year’s 

projects and the students’ depth and understanding of their work. 

AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls through education, research, philanthropy and advocacy.  For more 

information about AAUW please see www.aauwdelaware.org or www.AAUW.org  

 

                                              STEM Excellence Award 

  

All seventeen Kent and Sussex County schools are sending nominees for the Excellence in Science and Mathematics 

Award for 11th grade girls. The winners are an impressive group of wonderful young women. Packets are being prepared 

for mailing by mid- April that includes a letter of congratulations, a certificate and the Branch Fact Sheet for each winner. 

Also, a special book award, Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor memoir, "My Beloved World" is being given. 

  

I would like to thank the following members for their generous support of this branch project: Johanna Barbati, Betsy 

Baumeister, Sheri Borrin, Lana Cobb, Mary Beth Crafts, Mary Dean, Penny Deiner, Denise Emery, Aida Friedenreich, 

Linda Fischer (In-kind donations) Rose Mary Hendrix, Connie Howell, Marty Johnson, Charma Konnor, LAVENDER 

FIELDS (Marie Mayor), Pat Porta, Andy Salathe, Brenda Snyder, Wave Starnes, Kathleen Thompson  and Joann 

Vega.Two members, Pat Powell and Laurel Capodanno gave donations/sponsorships to the “Excellence  Award.” 

  

Linda Fischer, 2013 Excellence Award Organizer 

Pay Equity 

April was filled with activities related to Pay Equity. April 9, 2013 is the symbolic day chosen to represent how long a 
woman has to work in 2013 to earn as much as a man earned in 2012. Actually we could not have a state resolution that 
day because the Legislature was on Easter Break. So we regrouped and made other plans. We did not want the day to 
pass without letting our representatives and senators know how important this issue is to women. So we composed a letter 
dated April 9 to each Representative and Senator explaining why this is an important day and what it means to women. 
We hand delivered to the Legislature on April 8 and ask that the letters be placed in mailboxes of the legislators. We 
attached Marty Johnson’s article entitled “Equal Pay Act – Fifty Years and Still Waiting!”--Perfect as a reminder for this 
day. Thank you Marty! Meanwhile, a few of us went to Millsboro to hear from the Commission on Women with Dr. Mary 
Gatta, who talk about the plight of women workers, particularly single mothers in Delaware who earn a yearly average of 
$22,137.  

Ann Alexander and Debra Burke, DE Public Policy Chairs, wrote a letter to the Representatives and Senators, also 
expressing concern for equal pay for women and inviting them to our AAUW Delaware Meet and Greet on April 24 at 
Legislative Hall. On that day we were able to talk with legislators and their staff and pass out useful information about Pay 
Equity. We had two tables: with a display of AAUW’s activities with pictures; and a table of “goodies.” Our handouts 
consisted of the article, “Equal Pay Act- Fifty Years and Still Waiting!” and “Delaware, Working Women and the State’s 
Wage Gap.” We were sorry more Coastal-Georgetown members could not help celebrate this day with us.  

http://www.aauwdelaware.org/
http://www.aauw.org/
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First row---Left to right are: Jean Wastler, AAUW; Wave Starnes, AAUW; Rep. Valerie Longhurst, DE House Majority Leader(and the lady they gave us 
our Resolution that day); second row ---Ann Alexander, AAUW; and Andrea Bennett, House of Representatives; back row, left to right are; Lana Cobb, 
AAUW; Marty Ruane, AAUW; and Jan Koesey, AAUW. This was taken right after we were presented with the House Resolution. 

2013 DE AAUW Lobby Orientation 

On March 12, AAUW held a Lobby Orientation in Legislative Hall. Wave Starnes, Co-President of DE AAUW 

opened the program and introduced our speakers. We had great speakers that shared their experience and 

provided information and suggestions.  

Valerie Longhurst, DE House Majority Leader spoke on “Why It is Important to Lobby.” She was followed by 

Representative Ruth Briggs King, District 37. Representative King spoke about “Preparing for Lobbying.” Our 

third speaker was Sandra Spence, Past President of League of Women Voters who shared her experiences about 

“When to Lobby and Ways to Lobby.”  

Debra Berke, Co-Chair of DE AAUW Public Policy spoke on AAUW issues and priorities.  Jean Wastler and 

Lana Cobb, Lobby Committee presented a tentative schedule for lobbying. This was followed by questions and 

feedback. The evaluations were very positive. There were fifteen members present and five expressed a desire to 

help with lobbying.  

If you are interested in lobbying, please call Lana on 302 644-0495.  

                                          THANK YOU COASTAL GEORGETOWN AAUW 

There is no way to thank you all for your caring during my recent rehabilitation. The food train and its 

conductor supplied me with many weeks’ worth of meals. Thank you for the cards, calls, visits, and books and 

more books to read.  

In recognition of all of you, of how fortunate I am to be surrounded by each and every one of you wonderfully 

diverse women, a donation has been made to our Local Scholarship Fund.  

Thank you,  

Barbara Keate   
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 WWeellccoommee  NNeeww  MMeemmbbeerrss  
  

************************************************************************************************************** 
Irene Paonessa    41361 Gloucester Dr. Rehoboth Beach, DE     Irene.paonessa@gmail.com      302-727-5798 
 
I************************************************************************************************************* 
Peggy Lewes       110 West Side Dr. Rehoboth Beach,  DE  19971   chain13@comcast.net          302-226-4735 
 

Having been born in Wilmington, Delaware is home. Through the years I have lived in Ohio, Virginia , New York, D.C. and 
Maryland. I graduated from Ohio University with a BSJ. 
I have worked for Montgomery Ward in advertising, as a department manager for a hospital and a victim advocate for a 
Victim Assistance and Sexual Assault Program. My volunteer jobs have included working in a library, a Cancer Society 
thrift shop, and as a board member and volunteer for Planned Parenthood. Presently I am completing five years as a 
volunteer at the Lewis After School Program .I would be very interested in knowing more about becoming active in the 
Legal Advocacy and Scholarship programs .I am looking forward to meeting members and participating in the activities. 

************************************************************************************************************** 
Margaret Kilroy   37140 Lord Baltimore Ln.  Ocean View, De  19970   mmaggieklry@aol.com     302-829-8231 
 
*********************************************************************************************************** 
Phyllis Bloom      23787 Samual Adams Circle  Millsboro, De  19966 prsbloom1228@gmail.com  302-948-5522 
************************************************************************************************************** 

Congratulations to  "Barbara Stephanic who will be awarded a Professor Emeritus position in May during the 
Convocation ceremony at the College of Southern Maryland. Her nomination and election was recently confirmed by the 
college where she taught Art History for twenty years, served as the Curator of the Art Gallery, and coordinated the Study 
Abroad program in Italy. Barbara retired from the college in May 2011 and moved with her husband to West Fenwick 
Island. She has been an active member of our AAUW chapter since then." 
 

 

MMoonntthhllyy  MMeeeettiinnggss 

May 16   Mio Fratello Selbyville 

Speaker is Claire Walsh, Director of Hospice of Delaware who will share with us the progress of the organization and the 

volunteer opportunities for members of the community. The mission statement of the non-profit organization is: "Delaware 

Hospice provides the highest quality hospice and health care services and serves as a trusted community partner in end-

of-life education and support."                        

June 26   Annual Meeting, Big Fish Lewes 

Discussion of the life experiences of members. 

Meetings begin at 11:00. You will be given a menu choice by e-mail or phone when you reserve. 

Please refrain from taking photographs or videos while speaker is presenting. Also, please keep your talking among 

yourselves to a whisper as it is disrupting to both our speakers and our members and guests. 

 

mailto:Irene.paonessa@gmail.com
mailto:chain13@comcast.net
mailto:mmaggieklry@aol.com
mailto:prsbloom1228@gmail.com
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MMoonntthhllyy  BBooookk  DDiissccuussssiioonn  GGrroouuppss  
 

May  
“Swamplandia!” by Karen Russell    (Lewes) 
“The Tragedy of Arthur” by Arthur Philips  (Selbyville) 
 

June 
“The Sense of an Ending” by Julian Barnes  (Lewes) 
“Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand 
(Selbyville) 

July 
“The Tragedy of Arthur” by Arthur Philips  (Lewes) 
 “The Tiger’s Wife” by Tea Obreht (Selbyville)     
 

Aug  

“Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption  (Lewes) 
“Right Turn at Machu Picchu: Rediscovering The Lost C ity One Step at a Time” by Mark Adams  
(Selbyville) 
           
Lewes Library 10am -12Noon first Thursday of the Month 
Selbyville Library 1pm-3pm second Tuesday of the Month  

 
For more information call: Laurel Capodanno 226- 3773 or Ada May 436-2981. All are welcome! 
 
 
 

TUES. MAY 21 DIVERSITY BOOK GROUP – 10:00 am- 12 noon. My Two Moms, by Zack Wahls. All 

are welcome, even if you have not read the book. Please contact Rose Mary, rm.hendrix@mchsi.com, for 

more information.  

Geranium Sale Thanks! 

The orders are in, the totals have been faxed to Jeff’s Greenhouse, and we are ready for the delivery of the 

fabulous geraniums on May 11th! The total number sold is 580 plants which are just about the same number that 

we sold last year. Just a note of trivia – 60% of the order is for red geraniums, 20% is pink, and fuchsia & white 

round out the last 20%. A note of thanks goes to Chris Limerick who organized the Ocean View Curves sale 

which amounted to 36% of all the geraniums sold. Also, three of Virginia Rust’s friends in Georgetown have 

placed their orders again. The profit for C-G AAUW scholarship fund is $973.50!!! Thanks to all!  

Geranium pick-up locations for Saturday, May 11th  

9 AM – 12 noon  

1. Rehoboth: Lana Cobb  

34570 Michelle Dr.  
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Rehoboth Beach  

302-644-0495  

From either north or south, get onto Plantation Rd. (basically runs parallel to Rt. 1). Plantation Rd. can easily be 

accessed from behind Lowes or from Old Landing Rd. or Rt. 24. If coming from the north, turn left from 

Plantation Rd. onto Craig Blvd. at the entrance to Aydelotte Estates. On Craig Blvd. you will see Wood Cove on 

the right. Turn left onto Michelle Dr. Lana’s house in the 9th house on the right hand side. If coming from the 

south, take Plantation Rd., and turn right onto Craig Blvd. You will see Wood Cove on the right. Turn left onto 

Michelle Dr. Lana’s house in the 9th house on the right hand side.  

2. Ocean View: Curves  

29 Atlantic Ave. (Rt. 26)  

Ocean View  

Curves: 302-541-4400  

Chris: 302-519-8462  

Curves is located in the shopping center on Route 26 which also houses UPS, Papa John's Pizza and Northeast 

Seafood. If you are heading South on US 1, when you reach Bethany Beach, turn right onto Route 26 and 

continue for about 2 miles (this is an estimate). Turn right into the shopping center and drive past the UPS store 

to the back entrance of Curves. I will be there to receive the geraniums and to help distribute them. Another 

point of reference for directions - the entrance to the shopping center is on the right just before you see Ocean 

View Deli on the left.  

3. Ocean View: Rose Snider  

1 Brookgreen Dr.  

Avon Park  

Ocean View  

302-539-7911  

From rt. 1, turn onto rt. 26. When on rt. 26, from the east, turn left onto Central Ave. and from the west, turn 

right onto Central Ave. Stay on Central Ave. for about 1.3 miles and you will see Bear Trap Dunes 

Golf/Country Club on the left. Across the street from Bear Trap is Avon Park at Wedgefield. From the entrance, 

take a right at the 2nd street. Then turn left on Avon Parkway. Follow to the end of that road to Brookgreen Dr. 

Rose’s house is the last duplex on that road on the right.   


