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Mission Statement: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, 

philanthropy, and research. 
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  from Sheri and Betsy  Presidents’ Message 

As the year comes to an end and a new one begins, we tend to look back on our accomplishments and look forward to 
new activities & projects of Coastal-Georgetown AAUW. C-G AAUW accomplishments are meaningfully intertwined with 
our future activities & projects which embody the mission of AAUW in several ways. The STEM special interest group’s 
volunteering; the Designs for Scholarship Fashion Show, and the upcoming Public Forum, all reflect the AAUW mission.  

The STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, & Math) group has met with Mary Bixler from the Indian River School 
District, Girls’ Inc., and the Girl Scouts who will be carrying out the STEM programs in some of the Indian River schools. 
The group will be trained by the Girl Scouts on January 7th, and then decide in which STEM programs they would like to 
volunteer. If you are interested in being a part of this exciting initiative, please contact Kathleen Thompson, 
kmt971@gmail.com.  

Our local scholarship fund is $3,000 healthier thanks to the huge success of the Designs for Scholarship Fashion Show 
and the silent auction. A dedicated committee created the event that was a lot of fun and beneficial to our local scholarship 
funds. This spring, our Scholarship Committee will read essays from the applicants and award a scholarship to a high 
school senior girl and to a woman entering her second year at The Margaret Rollins School of Nursing at Beebe Medical 
Center.  

The highlight of the New Year that embodies the AAUW mission is our Public Forum on Tuesday, January 15th, 7 pm, at 
Epworth United Methodist Church, Holland Glade Road, Rehoboth Beach. This year’s topic Safe Communities, Safe 
Schools, Safe Families: Focus on Cyber-Bullying will feature keynote speaker, Dr. Julius Mullen of Children and Families 
First, the Attorney General, Beau Biden, and a panel of experts who will present strategies and ideas for parents, 
educators, and the greater community.  

As we enter the New Year, we wish you a happy one. Ever mindful of the challenges we all face. We strive to keep our 
loved ones safe and healthy.  

ANNUAL JANUARY COMMUNITY FORUM 

SAFE COMMUNITIES, SAFE SCHOOLS, SAFE FAMILIES: 

SPOTLIGHT ON CYBER-BULLYING 

The annual Community Forum sponsored by the Coastal-Georgetown American Association of University Women (C-G 

AAUW) will focus on cyber-bullying – what it is, what schools and organizations are doing to address the issue and what 

tools and resources are available to parents, teachers and children to assist them when confronting cyber-bullying.  Co-

sponsoring organizations include: Children & Families First; AAUW Delaware; Girls Inc. of DE; Girl Scouts of the 

Chesapeake Bay; Wilmington University; League of Women Voters of Sussex County and Delaware Bullying Prevention 

Association.  Cyber-bullying is a nationwide issue that affects all ages, but is particularly difficult for school-age children. 

National statistics show that about one-third of middle and high school students report being bullied and nearly one million 

school-age children are cyber-bullied annually 

The AAUW Forum will be held on Tuesday, January 15, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Epworth Church, Holland Glade Road, 

Rehoboth.  No pre-registration is needed. 
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Delaware Attorney General, Beau Biden will speak about current cyber bullying legislation. 

The featured speaker, Dr. Julius Mullen, Chief Clinical Officer of Children & Families First will speak about the increasing 

problem of cyber-bullying as it relates to awareness and prevention strategies from a parent and teacher perspective.  A 

panel of experts will address aspects of bullying. Panel members include John Sadowski, Delaware Department of 

Education; Coleen O’Connor, Delaware Bullying Prevention Association; and Chris Beagle, CAMP Rehoboth.  Dr. 

Rebecca Ghabour, Chair of Psychology, Wilmington University will moderate. Time will be set aside for questions and 

answers. 

AAUW is committed to advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.  

The Coastal-Georgetown branch has a membership of over 90 women who actively pursue this mission through 

advocating at the State legislature for issues impacting women and children such as pay equity, affordable housing, foster 

care, and early education. 

Beginning in 2007, the C-G AAUW has sponsored a January Community Forum that explores topics of interest and 

importance to residents in Sussex County, particularly women and children.  Past forums examined gender pay equity, 

implementation of The Race to the Top Federal grant, early childhood poverty, health and education in Sussex County and 

women in the Delaware prison system. 

C-G AAUW funds local scholarships to young women graduating from the Sussex County public schools, 
presents awards at the Sussex County Science Fair, recogni zes junior girls nominated by their high schools 
for accomplishments in science or mathematics, and works with Sussex schools to encourage young women 
to enter the STEM fields.  For further information about AAUW, contact Co -Presidents: Sheri Borrin (226-
2296) or Betsy Baumeister (226-5154).   

 

                                     STEM TRAINING:  Parent Resource Center Frankford 

The Girl Scouts are asking for our help!! Recently, plans for after school programs at Philip C. Showell and John M. 
Clayton Elementary Schools and Selbyville Middle School were announced. All programs will start in late January. Details 

about the activities are below. Volunteers are not limited to members of the STEM Special Interest Group or members 
with science or math backgrounds. If you have an interest in working with the young women of Sussex County, read 

on!!!! The Girl Scouts are counting on us!  

 
To acquaint us with the activities for the program, there will be an orientation/training session for potential volunteers on 

Monday, January 7 at 1:00 PM at the Parent Resource Center in Frankford. The gathering will last no longer than 2 hours. 
It will be an opportunity for us to hear about some of the goals of the Girl Scouts related to STEM activities and learn 

specific information about the after school programs at the elementary and middle schools. Directions to the Parent 
Resource Center are at the end of the message. 

 

Even if you are not sure if you can offer your time for the program, you are welcome to come and hear plans for the 
programs. You will be able to volunteer for all or part of the program or just be on call. In addition, for the elementary 

program, we will be able to participate in the planning of some of the later sessions, depending on your interest and 
talents. Please let us know if you will attend since security at the school requires us to submit a list of attendees.  

 

If you cannot attend the meeting but still wish to be involved, do let me know since volunteers will be needed throughout 
the program. We realize this is a late notice but the programs were finalized only in mid December. We will keep you 

informed about the progress of our participation in the event that you wish to volunteer later in the program. 

For more information about the training with the Girl Scouts for our participation in the STEM activities, contact Kathleen, 

829-8931. 
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WESTERN SUSSEX AAUW MEETING 

 

 JAN. 30 AT 6 pm.:  We have been invited to their meeting in Seaford, DE.  Contact Betsy for more information, 

betsy492@msn.com. 

You won’t want to miss this meeting!   

Our speaker will be Debra Puglisi Sharp 

Author of Shattered 

 

 
 

In April 1998, Debra Puglisi Sharp--wife, nurse, and mother of teenage twins--was tending the roses in her garden when a 

factory worker with a cocaine habit slipped in through an open door and waited for her to come in. Nino, her husband of 

twenty-five years, got in the way and was shot. The man then attacked and raped Debra, placed her in the trunk of his car, 

and drove away. Kept hog-tied in her abductor's house, Debra finally learned of her husband's murder from a newscast on 

a radio that the man blared to muffle her screams while he was out. After five excruciating days, Debra's mounting rage at 

her captor--and the wrenching thought of her children burying their father alone--gave her the courage and strength she 

desperately needed. She loosened her ties, groped her way to the phone...and dialed 911.   (From her web site, 

www.puglisisharp.com) 

 

 

 

 

Please plan to attend and bring a guest.   

Coastal-Georgetown Branch members have also been invited. 

January 30, 2012 

6 PM Dinner and Program 

Methodist Manor House 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:betsy492@msn.com
http://www.puglisisharp.com/
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                                                               MEMBERSHIP 

 

         
*********************************************************************************************** 

        Fran Saltzman 

        fesaltz@gmail.com 
34900 Bay Crossing Blvd 
Lewes, DE 19958 
302-827-2751 
Syracuse University BS 1970 
Northeastern University M. ED 1971 
  
Sandra Beamon 

        sndynjoe2@comcast.net 
31948 Carneros Ave 
Lewes, DE 19951 
302-703-6376 
Mercy Central School of Nursing  RN 1957 
  
Elizabeth J. Kirk 

        ejkirk@verizon.net 
503 Railroad Ave 
Lewis DE, 19958 
302-645-9061 
Douglass College 1969 
 

 

Betty Kirk moved to Lewes, DE from northern Virginia in 2007. She got her BA from Douglass College and MA and PHD 
from Purdue University in international relations. She worked for 15 years for the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science in its International Directorate before retiring in 2004. Betty loves to read, travel, and walk, 
especially with her golden retriever, Bear. She also just joined the League of Women Voters and sings in her church choir. 
 
*************************************************************************************** 

Monthly Meetings 
 

JANUARY 15 Tuesday  NO MEETING SCHEDULED PUBLIC FORUM 

The AAUW Forum will be held on Tuesday, January 15, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at Epworth Church, Holland Glade Road, 

Rehoboth.  No pre-registration is needed. Also, if you do not drive at night and need transportation, please call Sheri Borrin 

at 226-2296 or e-mail Sborrin@aol.com. 

Topic – Cyber- bullying 

FEBRUARY 21, 1776 Steakhouse 

Topic - Diversity Committee 

Menu TBA 

All meetings are from 11-2              . 
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Monthly Book Discussions 

 
 

THURS.  Feb. 7 ALA NOTABLE BOOKS DISCUSSION:  10 am-12 am  Lewes Library Michael 
Ondaatje,  “The Cat’s Table,” an adventurous 21-day ocean voyage through a boy’s life 
on his way to a new life. For more information contact Laurel Capodanno at 226-3773. 

 

TUES.  Feb. 11 ALA NOTABLE BOOKS DISCUSSION:  1 pm-3 pm. Selbyville Library, Selbyville. 
Chad Harbach, “The Art of Fielding,” one man’s failure to attain perfection on the 
baseball field.   For more information, call Ada May at 436-2981.  

 

MON. JAN. 14 GREAT DECISIONS:  10:30 am – 12:30 pm at St. Edmond’s Church Hall, Rehoboth 
Beach.  The first discussion will be “The Generals and the Democrat: Myanmar in 
Transition.  Seventeen members have already signed up and all are welcome.  For more 
information about the book, call Susan Morrison 227-4097. 

 

 

 
 

The Diversity Book Club 

TUES. JAN. 8 DIVERSITY BOOK DISCUSSION:   10 am at Lisa Graff’s home.  The Warmth of Other Suns: The 

Epic Story of America’s Great Migration.  Come even if you do not finish the book. 

We will be reading “The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down” by Anne Fadiman in Feb. “Tortilla Curtain, by T.C. Boyle 
in March and “For Crying Out Loud: Women’s Poverty in America” by Diane Dujon in April. 

We always meet from 10:00 to 12:00 but date, place and leader will be announced at the next meeting in Jan. The 
February speaker will be Joan Maruskin, speaking on immigration issues. Our March book deals with immigration issues. 

To be placed on the email list to be notified of place and leader for each month, contact Rose Mary Hendrix at 302-537-

9417 or rm.hendrix@mchsi.com. You can join us as time or interest in a particular book allows.  Hope to see many of you 

at the Diversity Book Club meetings. The time is always 10:00AM. 

 

 

 

mailto:rm.hendrix@mchsi.com

