
 Coastal-Georgetown AAUW Monthly Meeting 

October 17, 2013, Buttery Restaurant, Lewes, DE 

 

Guest Speaker:  Joan Deaver, Sussex County Council Representative, District 3. 

She discussed current issues of concern in Sussex County and the difficulty she has encountered 

being the only woman and only democrat on the council.  She encouraged other women to run 

for office. 

Linda Fischer passed out directories.  Jean Wastler recognized Linda for the work that goes into 

preparing the directories. 

 

Business Meeting:  Penny Deiner, president called the business meeting to order. 

1.  September Minutes and Treasurers Report:  Approved by consensus. 

 

2. Public Policy:  Marty Johnson encouraged members to explore the AAUW web site for 

the various AAUW policy issues.  She mentioned the human trafficking issues in the 

U.S. and the work that NJ and PA are doing to address the child prostitution in their 

states through an AAUW Public Policy Impact Grant.  

 

3. Membership:  Brenda Snyder reported that we have 3 new members and are close to 

100 total members. 

 

4. Scholarship:  Amy Hiller reported that there is a scholarship meeting Thursday (10/24) 

10:30 at her house. 

 

5. Dining Cards:  Pat Porta is selling Dining Cards that give reduced prices for selected 

restaurants in the Rehoboth, Lewes and Bethany areas.  The final date that you can 

purchase the cards is at the November AAUW.  They are 20 dollars each and AAUW 

receives 10 dollars per card. 

 

6. AAUW Funds:  Sheri Borrin announced that the month of November is designated the 

month to contribute to the national AAUW funds.  She handed out a diagram that 

detailed the various ways to support AAUW programs. 

 

7. AAUW’s and Cape Henlopen SAT Preparation:  Sheri Borrin reported on the 

practice SAT at Cape Henlopen H.S.   Twenty-two students participated.  The next 

practice SAT is Feb. 14. 

 

 



8. Cape Henlopen H.S and college applications:  Sheri Borrin reported that Cape 

Henlopen H.S. has asked for volunteers the week before Thanksgiving to assist students 

with their on-line college applications.  Contact Sheri Borrin for more information. 

 

9. State AAUW Officers.  Sheri Borrin announced that she is on the nominating 

committee for positions at AAUW DE. and to contact her if members have suggestions 

for filling the positions. 

 

10. National and State Annual Meetings:  MaryBeth Crafts announced that the 2015 

national convention will be held in San Diego, CA.  The State convention will be May 

17, 2014 with Lisa Maatz from National AAUW and Ramona Fulman, DE Dept of 

Human Relations will be the main speakers. 

 

11. STEM:  Kathleen Thompson noted that this is National Chemistry Week and the topic 

is ‘Energy Now and Forever” She distributed booklets with energy projects. She also 

reported on CG-AAUW’s pilot project Finding Your Future—Don’t Just Let it Happen.  

A committee met with John Meyers at Cape Henlopen plan the pilot program.  Finding 

Your Future --Don’t Just Let it Happen will work with H.S girls to help them prepare 

for interviewing, networking and career decisions.  To date, 14 AAUW members have 

committed to work on the pilot project. A one hour STEM meeting was held at Penny 

Diener’s home following the AAUW October meeting. 

 

12. Volunteers Needed at I.R. High School: Kathleen also announced that Michelle 

Murphy, the parent coordinator for Indian River H.S. is starting a college mentor 

program and needs volunteers to help students prepare for college. They are looking for 

volunteers who are interested in helping students to complete the process required for 

college admission, from A to Z.  This includes completion of applications for both 

college and financial aid.  See attached Appendix 1 at bottom of minutes 

 

13. Kindergarten Workshop:  Penny Deiner announced that Saturday October 19, she 

and Kathleen Thompson are presenting a power point program of science and math 

resources to DE kindergarten teachers. 

 

14. Project with League of Women Voters (LWV) – Common Core State Standards: 

Issues for Sussex County:  Penny Deiner and Marty Johnson met with the LWV to 

discuss how AAUW could assist with their February forum on Common Core 

Standards.  They are in the process of finding speakers.  The LWV will need assistance 

from AAUW in February. 

 



15. Bylaws:  Penny Deiner announced that the bylaws were updated to reflect the 

mandatory changes from National AAUW.  These changes to do not require a vote. 

 

16. Policies and Procedures:  Penny Deiner discussed the project that she and Susan Chin 

recently completed to record the procedures that each board and committee member 

undertake to perform their job. This document will become an institutional memory for 

the branch.  Penny suggested that any new members might want to review the 

procedures for added insights or for missing information.  The next step will be for a 

small group to critically review the complete document and look at the impact on the 

bylaws as well. The final Policies and Procedures document and the revised Bylaws 

will be presented to the board and membership.  The time line is completion of the 

Bylaws by December and policies and procedures to follow. 

 

17. Junior Achievement:  Sandy Dodson announced that Kristen Marquez of Junior 

Achievement needs volunteers at Rehoboth Elementary, North Georgetown Elementary 

and H.O. Brittingham Elementary to help with five lessons that assist young people in 

making smart financial decisions. 

 

18. Film Festival:  Nadyne Rosin announced that AAUW DE is sponsoring a film at the 

Rehoboth Film Festival in November.  The film is Alice Walker: Beauty and Truth and 

is about the individuals who worked on her movie “Color Purple.”  The movie will be 

shown on Saturday November 10 at 2:30-3:45. 

 

Charma Konnor moved to adjourn the meeting 

Meeting was adjourned at 1:35 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Attachment 1 (see # 12 above) 

 

$tand By Me® and The Indian River School District  

are excited to share a new volunteer opportunity to help high school students realize the 

dream of a college education! 

 
Be a College Mentor!  We are looking for volunteers who are interested in helping students to 

complete the process required for college admission, from A to Z.  This includes completion of 

applications for both college and financial aid.  Also, as parents are the most important 

stakeholders influencing students’ decisions to enroll in college, this program will take a family 

approach.  The Mentor will work with both the student and his/her family to encourage, 

explain, and educate households on the steps needed to make college a reality.   You Are Not 

Alone!  $tand By Me® is a partner in support of the College Application Campaign, a national 



effort, spearheaded by the Delaware Office of Higher Education and the Institute for Public 

Administration at the University of Delaware.  As high school seniors participate in “College 

Application Week” at their schools, we plan to provide additional assistance to students and 

their families at Indian River and Sussex Central High Schools. 

Because the college and financial aid application process can be incredibly overwhelming, this 

collaboration brings together the school district, high school principals, teachers, parents, 

counselors and you, our volunteers, to offer students extra support and attention throughout 

the application process.  

Two Phases:  Once college applications are submitted to post-secondary institutions, we will 

turn our attention to paying for college.  Your role will be to mentor students and their families 

through the application process for FAFSA and to connect them with information and resources 

that their school and $tand By Me® will provide on scholarships and financial aid.   

Requirements: 

 Experience:  No prior experience is necessary. 

 Training:  A 2-hour training session on College Applications & a 2-hour training session on Financial Aid. 

 Commitment:  November through April:  Three hours per week (or less) as needed to 

assist your mentees to reach their goals.   November through January will focus on 

college applications.  February through April will focus on financial aid.  (Volunteers may 

choose to work on just one aspect of the program: college applications or financial aid).   

 

For More information, visit www.standbymede.org and click on “Volunteer” or contact 

Fran Balinskas, Volunteer Coordinator, at fran@standbymede.org 

 

 

  

 

 

http://www.standbymede.org/
mailto:fran@standbymede.org

