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Mission Statement: 

 
AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education,  

philanthropy, and research. 

  
************************************************************************************************************* 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                   from Kathleen Thompson  

Happy New Year ! 
Invitations! They come to us in many ways and for many reasons. At the June meeting I shared 
with our members some of the important invitations I received along the way. Among the most 
recent was the invitation to join the Coastal Georgetown Branch of AAUW. That was followed by 
invitations to be part of and then chair the Scholarship Committee, to work with the Issues/Action 
Committee, to establish a STEM Advisory Group that grew into Find Your Future, to share FYF 
with students at Cape Henlopen High School, and, now, to have the privilege of serving as the 

branch president. I thank you all for that honor and look forward to a great year! 

As the new officers begin their terms, we thank our outgoing president, Penny Deiner, and treasurer, Betsy Baumeister, 
for their outstanding dedication to the branch. Betsy stepped up to serve an extra term when the treasurer’s spot needed 
to be filled. Penny, in addition to continuing her involvement with Find Your Future, will continue to serve AAUW as 
president of AAUW Delaware, the state organization. Two other Coastal Georgetown branch members have come to the 

“A woman is the full circle. Within her is the ability to create, nurture, and transform.”      

                                                                                                                     - Diane Mariechild 
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end of their term, serving three years as co-presidents of AAUW Delaware. Mary Beth Crafts and Wave Starnes have 
guided the state well, overseeing communication among the six branches and ensuring that messages from national are 
carried out. Both Wave and Mary Beth served our branch and state so well and selflessly. We thank them for their years 
of service. 

The summer was a busy one.  Penny Deiner and Rebecca Moscoso started the summer by attending the AAUW National 
Convention in San Diego. They took advantage of the many workshops and opportunity to talk directly with AAUW 
national staff who shared important information about governing the branch and creating effective bylaws, a task that the 
branch undertook starting over a year ago.  

Work on our bylaws continues. Beyond incorporating the required changes that come out of the AAUW National 
Convention, the bylaws committee made changes to our bylaws to include recommendations from national regarding the 
organizational structure of the branch, reducing the number of board members and streamlining our operations. Rebecca 
Moscoso assumed leadership of the committee and completed the revision with assistance from committee members, 
AAUW staff, and many of our members who made numerous helpful comments. The board will review the document and 
we will present the new bylaws to our members with the goal of ratification later in the fall. Before the vote, members will 
have opportunity for questions and comments.  

Also this summer, Linda Gourley and Barbara Stanek carried out a detailed financial review with information provided by 
Betsy Baumeister, the outgoing treasurer, and Linda Lewis, the current treasurer. It was a comprehensive process and 
thanks are extended to all for not only ensuring that our finances are in good shape but also for creating 
recommendations that will continue to ensure transparency and accuracy.  

The Find Your FutureàMake It Happen team met and made plans for updating the presentations and finding new venues 
where this important program can be shared. Sheri Borrin is now coordinator of the team. Things will happen with FYF 
this year! 

The book groups are ready to go! They have an exciting line up of both novels and non-fiction titles and anticipate another 
year of stimulating conversation. The schedule of books and dates of discussions are listed on the website and will appear 
in the directory.  The Economic Policy Discussion Group will challenge our members to understand some of the most 
pressing economic policy issues facing the government as we move towards the 2016 elections.  

On August 20 board and committee members celebrated at brunch with 14 members who joined the branch in the last 
year. Attendees carried on a variety of stimulating conversations while learning more about branch activities and sharing 
ideas for making our new year an exciting one.  

Make sure to check the website: http://georgetown-de.aauw.net! Items of interest and information about branch activities 
are updated regularly. Next up? Our great September meeting where you will have the opportunity to hear about exciting 
opportunities coming this year and to share with us some of your ideas that will enhance our involvement in our 
community. The reworked bylaws will be part of that discussion.  

The meeting programming team, Iris Prager and Marjorie Kobrin, engaged two intriguing speakers to start the year. In 
October, Joan Gleckel a registered nurse who works with the Delaware State Plan to improve the delivery of services to 
persons with Alzheimer's and related disorders, will present “How do Medical Advances effect future planning as an 
individual and as a community?” And in November Cherelyn Homlish from the People’s Place, will speak to us about 
"Domestic Violence Services at People's Place using the Sanctuary Model.”  

I invite you all to take an active role in helping our branch achieve its purpose: to ensure equity for women and girls in the 
areas of advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. I ended that talk in June with a quote that reminds me why the 
women of this branch are so incredible. “The most successful and happiest people I’ve known understand that a good life, 
at its core, is about being personal. It’s about being engaged. It’s about being there for a friend or a colleague when 
they’re injured or in an accident, remembering the birthdays, congratulating them on their marriage, celebrating the birth of 
their child. It all seems to get down to being personal. That’s the stuff that fosters relationship. It’s the only way to breed 
trust.”  VP Joe Biden, Commencement Address, Yale University, 2015.  Join us to celebrate the relationships among 
women in our branch, the work we do, the stories we share, and the trust we have for each other.  
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AAUW STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE from Penny Deiner 

                          Hello from the Delaware State President 
I would like to introduce myself to you through print and hopefully soon in person.  My name is Penny Deiner. I joined 
AAUW as a lifetime member in 1970.  This was my way of saying “Thank You” to the organization that gave me a 
dissertation year fellowship.  This allowed me to do my research outside of the State College, Penn State area. My field is 
child development and early childhood special education. It also includes family relationships especially families who have 
children with disabilities.   

I taught at the University of Delaware for 35 years. Although the name of the Department and the College kept changing 
over the years I really only had one job.  

As a young professional, balancing work and family, I did not join an AAUW Branch. But when I semi-retired and moved to 
Lewes I joined the Costal Georgetown Branch about six years ago. I became the co-vice president for Program for two 
years and in 2013 became the President. I think that going to the National Convention in New Orleans in 2013 energized 
me to become more active and to embrace the mission of AAUW at a different level.  

What I need from you as members and leaders is input on what aspects of the AAUW mission you want to embrace as 
Branches and as a State. To the extent that we can work together and develop partnerships with other organization that 
share our mission I believe we can make a difference. 

The State Convention will be April 9, 2016 at Outlook Duncan Center on Lockerman Street in Dover from about 9 to 3. We 
would like your input into what would make this a great conference for you.  Would officers like some time to meet with 
each other to share ideas? Would you like us to ask someone from National to speak on a particular topic? Is there an 
area you would like to learn more about? Please let us know what you would like.  This is our conference and it will be 
designed to meet our needs. 

Finally, I would like to ask what you think the State can do for your Branch?  Are there ways we could help and enhance 
what you do as a Branch? To the extent possible we would like to help each Branch reach their goals and ensure that we 
as a State have a clear vision of where we are going and how we are going to get there. 

I look forward to meeting you. 

Penny 

************************************************************************************************************* 

   PUBLIC POLICY Marty Johnson  

 
 
ARE YOU AN ADVOCATE FOR WOMEN AND YOUNG GIRLS? 

Since its first meeting in 1881, AAUW has been in the forefront when fighting for issues that impact women and young 
girls. Today, they continue to promote gender fairness, equity and diversity for women by informing our Congressional 
leaders and the general public about issues that affect women and girls.  

This year, while still continuing to support National’s efforts, Coastal-Georgetown AAUW also will work more closely with 
AAUW-DELAWARE to support State legislation that particularly impacts women and children.  Below are six bills that 
have already been signed by Governor Markell in 2015 that are part of an eleven-bill legislative package to advance the 
cause of women in Delaware. 
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1. Title IX Coordinator Listing (HB81) 
2. Sexual Assault Training for Law Enforcement (HB 2) 
3. State-wide Rape Kit Audit (SJR 1) 
4. Safety Leave re: Domestic Violence (HB 4) 
5. Equal Pay for Equal Work in State Contracting   (HB 3) 
6. Breastfeeding Accommodation for Jury Duty  (SB 84) 
 
Though six bills have passed there are still five bills that need action this coming year and this is where you can help. As 
we all know, in order to be effective the voices of many are needed.  There are several ways that you can help advocate 
for AAUW priorities: 
  
1) Work with the branch Public Policy Chair.  You can become involved by helping to: 1. keep our members up to date on 
issues of importance to women and girls; 2. coordinate with State Public Policy chairs on Delaware legislation; and 3. be 
available to attend legislative sessions at the State Legislature when needed,.  

2) Learn of your representatives voting record. You can become aware through AAUW’s Action Fund website at 
www.aauwaction.org/votereducation/congressionalvoting-record. This website provides copies of current and past voting 
records that your senators and representatives have taken on AAUW’s federal legislative priorities.   

3) Subscribe to AAUW’s weekly e-mail bulletin. This bulletin provides the latest policy news. 

4) Sign up for the AAUW Action Network. This is the cornerstone of AAUW’s e-advocacy efforts.  The Action Network will 
send you urgent e-mail notices when it is important to contact your members of Congress about specific legislative bills.  
Through the Two-Minute Activists tool you can quickly and easily send a message to your representatives.  You can sign 
up for both the weekly e-mail bulletin and the Action Network at www.aauw.org/actionnetwork. 

These web sites also are listed on the Coastal-Georgetown AAUW web under the Public Policy button along with other 
national web addresses that you may be interested in.  You will find important policy issues there also. 

Marty Johnson, Public Policy  

************************************************************************************************************* 

  FIND YOUR FUTURE        Sheri Borrin 
“Find Your Future” Update 

Find Your Future (FYF) is alive and well while it is undergoing some revisions which will make the presentations even 
more effective.  We are in the process of developing objectives and core content for each of the three modules, Career 
Exploration, Interviewing, and Networking.   Our idea is that anyone, including some of the branch’s new volunteers, could 
use the PowerPoint, revising the notes in the PowerPoint to reflect their own strengths and language.  That will keep the 
objectives and the core content consistent with each presentation while allowing the presenters to utilize their own 
expertise.   

We are proud that we were able to present FYF this past school year to every 10th grade student during the Enrichment 
period at Cape Henlopen High School.   However, we decided that our audience needed to reflect the AAUW mission – 
the education of girls.   Fortunately, our partnership with Pathways to Success will allow us to do that.  They are holding 
the Sussex County Girls Summit on November 12th at Atlantic Sands Hotel for 150 high school girls.  We have been 
invited to present the Interviewing module during the workshop portion of the Summit.  We are excited about this 
partnership and hope to present Career Exploration and Networking to the girls throughout the school year.  

A tremendous thank you goes to the creators and presenters of FYF.   FYF is the result of the talents and dedication of 
Marie Mayor, Penny Deiner, Kathleen Thompson, Susan Chin, Lynn Masiello, Cathy Sourk, Judy Merkel, Cristi Gillean, 
Rebecca Moscoso, Linda Gourley, Brenda Synder, Sandy Dodson, and Deborah Elias-Smith.   This is an incredible group 
of women, and if you would like to join us, please contact Sheri Borrin, sborrin@aol.com 
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ECONOMICS DISCUSSION GROUP    Joanne Paulson 

STEM Susan Chin 

The intent of the Spotlight on STEM presentations was to educate and inspire. While it has been a fun and time 
consuming exercise I have benefited from the work. I have learned so much about women that persisted to pursue their 
passions and succeeded. I want to revisit all the wonderful women that we looked at last year with the Spotlight on STEM 
series. They were: 
 

• **Grace	  Hopper,	  a	  pioneer	  in	  computer	  science	  
• Stephanie	  Kwolek,	  inventor	  of	  Kevlar	  
• Elizabeth	  Blackwell,	  first	  woman	  physician	  
• Rosalind	  Franklin,	  contributed	  to	  the	  discovery	  of	  DNA	  structure	  using	  x-‐ray	  diffraction	  
• **Barbara	  McClintock,	  Nobel	  Prize	  winner	  for	  work	  in	  genetics	  
• **Chien	  Shiung	  Wu,	  physicist	  who	  made	  significant	  contributions	  to	  the	  study	  of	  radioactivity	  

 
** denotes winner of annual American Association of University Women Achievement Award 
I continue to thank you for your interest and suggestions for future presentations. 
 
Susan Chin, STEM Chair 
 
************************************************************************************************************* 

 
 

 

PREPARE FOR THE NEXT ROUND OF ECONOMIC POLICY DEBATES! 

 This fall the economics policy discussion group will take on some of the most pressing economic policy issues facing the 
government.  The purpose of the discussions is to develop background knowledge and understanding of the policy 
controversies, the options,  and news coverage as we move towards the 2016 elections.  We will not try to reach 
consensus on these issues, but rather explore the implications of various proposals.  

 Even if you haven't attended the economics policy group before, we are starting on a new set of issues and no prior 
knowledge of economics will be needed.  The  informal group meets once a month, on  the last Thurs. of the month from 1 
- 3 p.m. in members homes.  All AAUW members are invited to attend. 

 We started the discussion in the spring reviewing the government budget process.  How does the government get money 
and spend it?  What can be changed and what can't be changed?  In the first fall meeting we will review government 
expenditures and then tackle taxes.  Should the tax code be reformed, including corporate taxes, inheritance taxes,  taxes 
on capital gains, etc.?  Is the deficit really serious?  What about debt?   We will spend some time during the fall on 
proposals for entitlement reform.  What are the implications of the proposals to change Social Security and 
Medicare?  What can be done about medical cost inflation? 

 Other topics that the group wants to take on are the costs and benefits of changing immigration policy, campaign finance 
reform, why do we need big trade deals, etc.  We will also try to spend time on why income distribution is getting worse 
and what can be done.  Other issues will become controversial as the campaigns heat up and we will try to leave time to 
discuss those. 

 For additional information contact Sheri Borrin, Pat Powell, or Jo Ann Paulson. Contact Jo Ann  Paulson 
jporaj23@yahoo.com to have your name added to the group email list.  Discussion notes and some readings are usually 
sent out before the meetings. 

 The first fall meeting will be Sept. 24, 1 - 3 p.m. at Connie Jones' house, 34395 Skyler Dr., Villages at Herring Creek.  
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Fund Development Overview for Fiscal Year 2016

Another busy year for fund development .  As you can see in the July Treasurer’s Report, our 
target for Fund Development is to raise $8,600 to support 2 $2,000 scholarships and our other 
community / outreach efforts. 

Our current plans are to continue with our monthly meeting fund development activities - 50/50, 
book sales (don’t forget to bring those summer reads and remember to buy book for snuggling 
up by the fire this winter), and Change for Change (collect those pennies, nickels and dimes),  

And, of course, our big fund raisers.  This year we are dropping the SAT pre-test activity so we 
need to use our other activities to bring in the cash.

Geranium Sales will be lead by Sheri Borrin again this year.  We have a goal of selling 950 
geraniums for $1,900 net revenue.  The sale will happen Spring 2016 and Sheri will update us 
as the time get closer.

Dining Out cards lead by Pat Porta and Linda Fischer with help from Linda Lewis for the 
Bethany / Ocean View area.  This year our target is to sell 100 cards so we really need 
everyone’s help.  The cards cost $20 and we make $10 per card - so this is a very good way to 
earn a lot of money.  The sale will happen in October and you can start to “talk them up” now.  
They are really a great deal with good restaurants.  The coupons are good from October 
through April.  Most restaurants offer a savings of $15 so you only need to use the card twice 
and you come out ahead!  What a deal.  

Our November/December auction lead by Karen Kerhin and Penny Deiner.  This event was a 
great success last year thanks to Karen’s leadership and everyone that brought great things to 
buy.  So keep your eye out for things you would like to donate and come prepared to find some 
of those Holiday gifts!

A possible new event - a jewelry sale lead by Penny Deiner.  Timing has not been set yet.  This  
will be a great way to donate your costume jewelry that might not be just the right color and to 
find that piece that brings your outfits to life.

Thanks to all the event/activity leaders.  If anyone would like to help, please reach out to one of 
the leaders.  

And, of course, we certainly accept donations to support our scholarships and community 
activities.  

If you have an idea for a fund raiser, please contact Linda Lewis at linda.e.lewis@gmail.com or 
302-397-1290.  All ideas welcome!

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Please note: The Cape Gazette has not released information on this year’s cards but we should all be talking up our Fall 
fund raiser. More information will be sent as soon as we hear. So, be thinking about how many you need. Ask your 
neighbors and friends if you can purchase one for them. Collect the money and help our Scholarship efforts!   

Pat Porta and Linda Fischer 

 

                                FUND DEVELOPMENT       Linda Lewis  
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1. The September program of the AAUW Coastal Georgetown Branch will highlight the branch's activities and committees 
that foster our mission locally, statewide and nationally. 

2.  The October AAUW  speaker is Joan Gleckel RN, MSN.  The topic is, "How do medical advances effect future 
planning for you and the community?" Ms. Gleckel is a registered nurse with a Master's degree in psychiatric nursing. She 
is the co-chair for the Delaware State Plan's implementation committee to improve delivery of services to persons with 
Alzheimer's and related disorders. 

3.  The AAUW speaker for November is Cherelyn Homlish ACSW, LCSW.  Ms. Homlish is a representative from People's 
Place. People's Place is a nonprofit social service organization providing assistance to children, families and adults in 
Kent and Sussex communities. The presentation is "Domestic Violence Services at People's Place using the Sanctuary 
Model".  

 
************************************************************************************************************* 

 
 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE       Betsy Baumeister 
 

The Sunshine Committee of our Georgetown chapter sends notes or cards to members who are ill or who have lost a 
loved one. The committee (of one) could use another member or two to assist with this important work. To volunteer or to 
share news concerning our branch, contact Betsy Baumeister at betsy492@msn.com 

 
 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 

 
 

MEMBER DIRECTORY       Linda Fischer  
 

Everyone is urged to check their membership listing on the Document posted on our web site. If you have problems 
accessing the list, phone Linda to confirm any changes you have made in the last 6 months.  Would you rather just have 
your cell phone listed? Let me know! 

Thanks for your help in making the Directory as accurate as possible! 

Linda Fischer      bfischer@dmv.com        302-423-2121 cell 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS       Iris Prager 
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Join the Diversity Book Club to broaden your understanding of our world.   Each month we read a book that delves into an 
issue and then engage in an enlightening discussion.  In September we will be reading and discussing I Am Malala, by 
Malala Yousafzai.  Lenore Savage will both host and lead the discussion on Sept. 9th, at 10:00AM. 

In October our book for discussion will be The New Jim Crow, by Michelle Alexander.  Barbara Sears will host the meeting 
and Jo Ann Paulson will lead the discussion on October 13 at 10:00AM.  

A full listing of the books for the year will be included in the new Member Directory and also on the website. 

For more info contact Rose Mary Hendrix at 302-537 -9417 or rm.hendrix@mchsi.com                
 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 

AAUW NOTABLE BOOK CLUB – LEWES LIBRARY     Laura Troxell 

The AAUW Notable Book Club, held at the Lewes Public Library, will meet from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon, 
the first Thursday of the month. In September, the book club members will share a book they have 
read with the group. All members of AAUW are welcome. 

In October, All My Puny Sorrows by Miriam Toews will be discussed. For discussion, members should 
consider the question, “How much sacrifice does the love of a sister require?” 

A full listing of the books for the year will be included in the new Member Directory and also on the website. For more 
information, contact Laura Troxell at 302-332-0340. 

 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 
 

AMERICAN LIBRARY NOTABLE BOOKS DISCUSSION – SELBYVILLE  LIBRARY   

                      Ada Mary Shipley 

The group meets at the Selbyville Library on the third Tuesday of the month from 1:00 - 3:00 PM. 
The book for September 15th is All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr.  
 

On October 20, we will discuss Factory Man by Beth Macy, a book that explores how one furniture maker battled 
offshoring and helped save an American town. A full listing of the books for the year will appear on the website and in the 
directory. For more information call Ada May at 302-436-2981. All readers are welcome!  
 

THE DIVERSITY BOOK CLUB     Rosemary Hendrix 
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           MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT     Mary Lu Pool 

     

        Laurel Capodanno 
 

A long time member since 1974, and a past president of AAUW, Laurel Capodanno left our 
Georgetown branch early this summer to return to NJ where she and her husband will be closer to 
three of her children and several grandchildren. She will be especially remembered by our local 
branch for starting an AAUW Notable Book Club at the Lewis Library fifteen years ago, and being 
its very effective and skillful leader.  

 

Laurel was born in Bangor, Maine, grew up in Wilmington, DE, and did her undergraduate work in elementary education 
on a full scholarship at the University of Delaware. She taught for a short period of time following graduation, got married, 
and because of her husband’s work, moved several times during her marriage. She feels fortunate to have been able to 
stay at home while her four children were young, returning to teaching in 1990, working with a very rewarding Salvation 
Army program, where she provided daycare and instruction for underprivileged children, an experience she loved. Laurel 
returned to Delaware in 1999, and settled in Sussex County 

 

In addition to being an avid reader, Laurel is also a Master Gardener, and has taught gardening classes sponsored by the 
Georgetown Cooperative Extension Service. She is an accomplished quilter, making quilts for family members, and also 
donating them to Catholic Charities to distribute to families in need. She has been involved in many volunteer initiatives, 
working with the Cape Henlopen Food Basket program, local church groups, and the Master Gardener Program to 
provide food for our local underserved population. She feels strongly that her interactions with others have greatly 
enriched her life, and has always been committed to helping those in need, believing that income inequality is one of the 
most serious problems we face today.  

 

Laurel feels that AAUW has been an important influence in her life, fostering her involvement in women’s issues, 
educational initiatives, and volunteer work. She feels that her interaction with like-minded women in AAUW has greatly 
enriched her life and is gratified to know that wherever you move, there is an AAUW branch you can join. She plans to do 
just that after her move to New Jersey. 

 

Her advice to young women is to read as much as you can. Laurel is living proof of the benefits of a lifetime of reading. 
Although she will miss her friends in Sussex County, she is looking forward to the next chapter in her life and being able to 
spend more time with her children and grandchildren.  
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      Mary Lou Urquhart 
 

 
 

Mary Lou Urquhart, who originally joined AAUW in Baltimore in the 1970’s, has been an 
active member of our local branch for the past six years. Among many other 
contributions, Mary Lou performs an invaluable publicity and public relations service for 
the Georgetown branch, making sure that information about AAUW events and initiatives 
receives coverage in the local media. 

Born in NY, Mary Lou grew up in Baltimore County, MD, and was part of the last class to 
have the opportunity to major in home economics at Western MD College, now known as 
McDaniel College. While in undergraduate school and following graduation, she worked 
at Hopkins, participating in various initiatives relating to nutrition. She married her 
husband, Peter, shortly after graduation and started her family, staying at home to raise 
her two very accomplished children. She was able to put her homemaking talents and 
natural leadership skills to good use, designing costumes for her daughter’s ballet 
groups, volunteering at her children’s school, planning large dinners at her church where she also taught Sunday school 
for many years, serving as President of the United Methodist Women’s Group, and hosting foreign exchange students. 
With three friends, she also opened a business, a gift shop called Ladies Four in Baltimore. She is a life long avid golfer 
and tennis player, and has always been involved in knitting groups, starting a chapter of the Knitters Guild of America, and 
serving as treasurer of the group. 

 

Mary Lou feels her greatest success in life has been raising her two very talented children. Her six grandchildren are the 
great joy of her life, accomplished and talented in their own right, and include a film maker, a singer and musician, a 
journalist and three younger grandsons who excel at sports and are avid soccer players.  

 

For the past ten years, Mary Lou and her husband Peter have been full time residents of Bethany. In addition to her 
commitments with AAUW, and other volunteer work, Mary Lou has been very involved in cultural and historic affairs in 
Bethany, recently helping to begin compiling a collection of interviews of long term senior residents. She is an active 
member of Cripple Creek Country Club, where she serves on several committees. She belongs to a local knitting group, is 
very interested in photography, especially photographing birds, and is an avid reader. She feels that being a “stay at 
home” mom has afforded her many opportunities she might have never had if she had worked outside the home. 
Membership in AAUW has enriched her life, providing her with other ways to volunteer, help her community and interact 
with an interesting and accomplished group of women. 

 

Believing that you can find the good in everyone, Mary Lou serves as a positive role model for all of us, She would 
encourage young women to get as much education as possible and take advantage of all the opportunities that will allow 
them to realize their dreams, just as she has been able to realize hers.  

 

 

 

 



 

 11 

AN INVITATION  
Nancy Alexander, Director of the Rehoboth Museum, invites members of the Coastal Georgetown 
Branch of AAUW to a reception on the evening of October 13 to view the well received exhibit, 
Women of Rehoboth. The evening will begin at 6:30 with conversation, finger food, and beverages 
followed by an orientation to the exhibit by Ms. Alexander. Our members will then have an 
opportunity to view the exhibit at the museum with members of the branch.  Reservations will be 
required and there is no charge although donations are welcome. Check the branch website after 
Labor Day for the latest information about how to make reservations and make plans to be there for what will be an 
enjoyable and educational experience.  

 
 
 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU     Penny Deiner 

The traffic will ease soon, the nights are cooler, and families are 
thinking about school and all this entails.  I am thinking about the move 
from being the President of the Coastal-Georgetown Branch to being 
the Delaware State President. As I have spoken to members from 
other Branches as well as those who have had experience with the 
system they say to me “Don’t expect all the other Branches to be like 
the C-G Branch.”   I don’t. But I believe that having been a recent past–
president has prepared me to take on my next step.  You have shown 
me what a committed, focused, intelligent group of women can do.   
It isn’t just doing it but learning from the doing.  In early childhood education we talk about reflective practitioners.  These 
are people who plan well, do well, but then evaluate the outcome based on how to make it even better.  We are continuing 
to do what we do better for ourselves and others.  This will not change. 

I can’t tell you how proud I am to be a member of this Branch.  My husband was very worried when I left for the June 
meeting that I wouldn’t feel appreciated.  I can’t imagine being more appreciated. I had a scholarship named after me, I 
received a beautiful necklace (see photo) and an amazing card. And, I left with the knowledge that the trajectory I had 
inherited would continue for the good of women and girls in Sussex County and the State of Delaware. 

Thank You, 

Penny 

 

 
 
 
 
 

     Photography by Mary Lu Pool 


