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Mission Statement: 

 
AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education,  

philanthropy, and research. 

 ************************************************************************************************************* 
     
         PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   
 

                    from Kathleen Thompson 
         “ In seed-time learn, in harvest teach, in winter enjoy.” 

                                                                                       - William Blake 

 

 

Winter has arrived on Delmarva! Despite what the temperatures tell us, we recognize the signs: parking spots on the 
streets of Bethany, Rehoboth Beach, and Lewes, local specials in restaurants, 

the trip from Lewes to Rehoboth shortened to less than 60 minutes! But it also reminds us that another year is 
closing and that means it is time to say thanks and look forward to the joys and challenges of 2016.  

“Here’s to strong women – May we know them; may we be them; may we raise them.”      

                                                                                                                     - Diane Mariechild 
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We are grateful to our members who were so generous at the December meeting with items for women and children 
at The People’s Place. We collected almost 800 diapers, 2,400 plus wipes, 53 shampoos and conditioners, 66 tubes 
of toothpaste, 125 toothbrushes, 38 bars of soap, 34 bottles of body wash, 20 deodorants, 16 large containers of 
body lotions, several gift packages and baby items, assorted items such as hair spray, razors, cotton swabs, and 
over 250 “hotel” sized containers of shampoo, conditioner, and body lotion.  Yes, I’m a numbers person and could 
not resist counting! 

Speaking of numbers, among our 117 members are 22 women who joined in 2015. Our branch has much to offer 
the women of Sussex County, just as we certainly benefit from their membership. Thanks to those of you who have 
invited your friends and neighbors to attend as guests. It’s always a pleasure to welcome them.  

With the ratification of the new bylaws, the branch organizational structure changed and the board was reduced 
from twenty to eleven members. (See www.georgetown-de.aauw.net ) One of the consequences of the change is 
that dedicated women who have served our branch, some for a goodly amount of time in critical positions, are no 
longer part of the Board of Directors. Thus we extend a special word of appreciation to immediate past board 
members Linda Fischer, Mary Dickson, Mary Lu Pool, Mary Lou Urquhart, Betsy Baumeister, Pat Carlton, Lynne 
Davies, and Linda Martinak. We continue to value the contributions you make and are grateful for the service you 
continue to give.  

We are so fortunate to have an exciting future in view because of the talented members who give so generously of 
their time and energy. New ideas and opportunities are being considered and you will be hearing details over the 
next few months. Our speakers for the rest of the year, for example, will perhaps present us with some challenging 
ideas. Do take time to prepare for them. Democracy in 2016 is the topic of Claire Snyder-Hall, director of Common 
Cause Delaware, in January. In February, Charlotte King, one of the organizers of the Southern Delaware Alliance 
for Racial Justice, will challenge us to consider the state of race relations in our community.   

Opportunities abound with the upcoming election season and the Economics Discussion Group will focus their 
monthly discussions on the national candidates and their positions. Are you interested in being on a ballot? AAUW 
Delaware is seeking members to run for state offices (communications officer and finance officer) and, of course, 
our Nominating Committee is seeking candidates for several offices. We will vote for our state officers on April 9 at 
the State Convention in Dover, where, Mollie Lam, the LAF Manager at AAUW, will update us on issues related to 
Title IX.  

Although it is not my habit to make New Year’s Resolutions, there is a piece of advice shared several years ago that 
I try to keep in mind both at the beginning and throughout the year. In a staff development session, a wise woman 
suggested that we always try to “assume positive intent.” The amount of negative rhetoric that assaults us daily 
makes this difficult but as members of Coastal Georgetown we are fortunate to be in the company of women who 
respect each other and celebrate the diversity of opinions that exist. Join with me in 2016 to celebrate our good 
fortune here, in what a friend calls “our little piece of paradise.” Have you smelled the ocean today?   
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AAUW STATE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

from Penny Deiner 

      

   AAUW Geraniums December 30, 2015 
 
State Report December 30, 2015 
  
This is a time to look back and look forward.  I am honored to be the new Delaware state president of AAUW.  It is 
both an honor and a responsibility.  I have big shoes to fill and great visions to to help to come to fruition. I am 
heartened by the members I have met and their commitment to the mission of AAUW.  I am enlarging my frame to 
better look at what we can become as a state rather than focusing on just one branch.  
  
As I have come to know the different Branches better I believe if we combine our strengths we can make a 
difference for women and girls in Delaware in 2016 and beyond. Like all challenges it it will have high and low 
points.  I particularly identify with that today as I have a new computer with updated software and what was easy for 
me to do in the past has a learning curve right now.  However, I believe that persistence will make this a better 
match for me and that our persistence will improve situations for women and girls. 
  
Although it may feel and even look like April now a lot of work has to be done between now and then. Our state 
convention is April 9th in Dover.  Mollie Lam will be the keynote speaker.  She is the head of the Legal Advocacy 
Fund and an expert on Title IX, the focus of the convention.  As information is finalized about the agenda and other 
aspects of the convention you can keep up to date by checking the state web site (just type in AAUW Delaware). 
  
One of the foundations of AAUW is an individualized but common set of organizational guidelines:  Bylaws.  Every 
two years state and Branch bylaws must be updated. Rebecca Moscoso, bylaws chair, has taken the leadership in 
this endeavor. The proposed bylaws will be posted on the state website and all state presidents will receive a copy. 
These will be voted on at the convention in April.  
  
We are asking all of you to think about leadership positions at the state level. We have three elected positions to fill 
(president, financial officer and communications officer) and many other appointed positions we are very interested 
in having all of the branches represented in these positions. 
  
April 12 is Equal Pay Day. Women earn 79 cents for every dollar that men earn. In Delaware the difference is 83 
cents on the dollar.  One year out of college women earn 7 cents less than men. These differences effect raises, 
retirement and social security. We would love to make this a media blitz.  To do this we need you. We can get a 
proclamation read but to get media coverage we need more than 10 women to support this. We need you to come 
to Dover and to write letters to the editor.  We need to get out the vote and help voters understand issues related to 
equal pay. 
  
On a personal note, I will be out of the country from January 5 until March 9. We go to a relatively remote town in 
Costa Rica on the Pacific called Samara.  I keep in touch with email. If I have problems (which I frequently do) I will 
set up another account and email the Board so we can correspond. And, yes, I have blocked off my calendar for 
AAUW when I get home. 
  
I wish you all a healthy and happy new year. 
  
Penny 



 

 4 

               PUBLIC POLICY           Marty Johnson 
               

         THE STORY IS IN THE NUMBERS 

40  The number of years that the AAUW Action Fund Capitol Hill Lobby Corps has been lobbying our 
representatives in Congress on issues affecting women and children. 

1,200   The number of visits in 2015 made to members of Congress and their staff by AAUW volunteers with the 
 Lobby Corps. 

250,000  The number of emails sent by Action Network subscribers to their legislators urging action on women’s     
    issues. 

1,000    The number of comments from AAUW members to the U.S Department of Labor that led to the prohibition of 
pay secrecy by federal contractors. 

85,000   The number of women that the city of Boston will train by 2020 using AAUW’s Work Smart salary     
   negotiation program 

$3,700,000  The number of National AAUW fellowships and grants to women for the 2015-16 academic year.  

6   The number of bills that address crucial issues relating to women and children that were signed by the 
Governor of Delaware.   

These numbers represent a portion of the 2015 work of AAUW at the national, state and branch levels on 
behalf of women and young girls. As AAUW members, we brought awareness to important issues that 
impact women. We advocated for meaningful legislation, effective regulation and fair enforcement.  
However, these numbers tell only part of the story; other numbers tell the rest of the story 

25 The percent of state legislators nationwide that are women. This number has not changed in 10 years. 

7  The percent of congressional senior staff members in the Senate that are people of color. This percent 
indicates only minimal change in the 10 years since the Senate was named the worst employer for diversity. 

80 The percent of venture capital firms that do not have women on their boards. 

5  The number of remaining bills in the Delaware state legislature that address women’s issues and have not 
yet been passed. 

47  The number of bills that state legislatures across the country passed that would restrict women’s 
reproductive health care. Approximately 400 such bills were introduced.    

92  The number of years since the Equal Rights Amendment was first introduced in the Senate. Women still do 
not have equal rights under the Constitution! 

Though we toast the past victories, we recognize that our work is cut out for us in 2016. 

Marty Johnson, Public Policy Chair 
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   AAUW FUNDS        Sheri Borrin 
A huge thank you to all who contributed to the various AAUW Funds this year.  Our total Branch contribution at the 
beginning of December was $2375.00.  National AAUW will update that figure at the end of December with the 
remaining of online donations.   The contributions to AAUW Funds help to support popular AAUW programs such as 
TechSavvy, $tart $mart, Elect Her, C/U Partners, and many more.  Thank You! 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 

 
     ECONOMICS DISCUSSION GROUP  
 

The Economics Discussion Group will resume on January 28th at the home of Linda Lewis.  
Directions to Linda’s house will be sent via email closer to the date.  Since we have been 
focusing on expenditures and taxation, we will turn that focus to the 2016 Presidential election.  Each person 
who attends should chose two candidates and prepare to discuss the budget policies of those candidates.   It 
might be useful to choose one Democrat and one Republican, but there are still 13 Republicans, so selecting 
two Republicans is fine. We hope to plan a field trip to see the movie, The Big Short.   Any questions?  Contact 
Pat Powell 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 
 

             Dianne Rogers  Mary Jones           Bethanne  Mills  

 Liz Weiss             Jane Govatas            Deena Newman  

          Connie Andrews 
 
  
************************************************************************************************************* 

 

 
 

The topic for the AAUW January meeting is, "Democracy in 2015.” Our speaker, Claire Snyder-Hall, directs 
Common Cause Delaware, the state affiliate of national Common Cause, a non-partisan grassroots organization 
with over 400,000 members. Claire has been active in the civic engagement world for almost 25 years. Before 
relocating to Rehoboth, she was an Associate Professor of Political Theory at George Mason University. With a 
specialization in democratic theory, she has authored numerous texts on issues of public concern and blogs 
regularly. Claire holds a PhD in political science from Rutgers University and a BA cum laude from Smith College. 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS       Iris Prager 
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                                    FUND DEVELOPMENT          Linda Lewis  

 
Fund Development & Treasurer Report

Our Dining Out Cards was a great success this year thanks to Pat Porta’s leadership and all of 
our members who sold and bought cards.  We exceeded our goal by 46%!!!

Our November Auction was also a great success and lots of fun.  Thanks to Penny Deiner for 
her leadership again this year.  We exceeded our goal by 9% with 98 items on those tables.  
Stay tuned for information on our costume jewelry sale this spring - start collecting that jewelry 
that just doesn’t go with anything you have in your closet.

We are half way through our fiscal year - I have not made the December deposits but here is 
where we are on our scholarship funds:

Thanks again for all of your support for the Fund Development Activities.

A few notes from the Treasurer:

1- Our operating income should be on or exceed our budget.  Remember 2017 dues are due 
before July 1, 2016.

2- Our operating expense may exceed the budget based on approval from the Board to 
purchase a branch computer.  We have the cash in our checking account to more than cover 
the overage.

3.  The Treasurer Report is posted on our website.  If any questions or concerns, please contact 
Linda Lewis, linda.E.Lewis@gmail.com or 302-397-1290.

Activity Goal Status as of 
11/30/2015

Notes

50/50 $500 $137.50 $78 to deposit so total of $215.50 a little under goal

Book Sales $100 $45

Geranium Sale $5,700 $0

Change for 
Change

$400 $225 new money to be deposited in December so over target

December 
Auction

$900 $980 exceed goal

Dining Cards $1,000 $1,455 a few dollars left to deposit and includes a $5 donation

Local Donation $0 $105.50 designated for leadership program

Named Donation $0 $50 one member contribution for scholarship fund

TOTAL $8,600 $2,998 goal includes a $3,800 in geranium expense so “real” goal is 
$4,800
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Join the Diversity Book Club to broaden your understanding of our world.   Each month we read a book that delves 
into an issue and then engage in an enlightening discussion.  On Jan. 11th at 10:00 we will be discussing “Quiet: 
The Power of Introverts”.  Lynn Masiello will both host and lead the discussion. 

In February our book for discussion will be “Just Mercy”, by Bryan Stevenson.  Rose Mary Hendrix will lead and host 
the discussion.  Bryan was born in the Rehoboth area and runs the Equal Justice Initiative. 

Charlotte King will be speaking at the Feb. AAUW meeting and I would highly recommend you attend and bring a 
friend to join in the discussion on racial issues.  Even if you haven’t attended a Diversity Book Club meeting before, 
you may want to read Bryan’s book and join in the discussion.   

 For more info contact Rose Mary Hendrix at 302-537 -9417 or rm.hendrix@mchsi.com                

 

 
 

 
************************************************************************************************************* 

 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED       Marjorie Kobrin 
 

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 28 in Millsboro is collecting gently used handbags for 
homeless families. These “Promise Purses” will be filled with donated items and 
distributed to the Home for the Brave, People’s Place, area homeless shelters, domestic 

abuse facilities and other organizations that help homeless females. Items needed in addition to the purses include: 
small pack tissues, sanitary products, small flashlights, hand sanitizer, mints, small soaps, shampoo, lotion, 
brushes, combs, deodorant, and wet wipes. 
 
Purses will be assembled at 10 am Martin Luther King Day, Monday, January 18, in the Memorial Hall of Post 28, 
Legion Road, Millsboro. The public is invited to help on this annual day of service for the American Legion Auxiliary. 
Purses and other items can be dropped off at Post 28. Tag your contribution with the words, “Promise Purses.”  
 
For more information, contact Beth at 302-947-2984, Tina at 302-329-9090, or Linda at 302-945-5387. You can also 
email AAUW member Marjorie Kobrin at marjkobr@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE DIVERSITY BOOK CLUB     Rosemary Hendrix 
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MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT     Mary Lu Pool 
 
 

     Susan Morrison 
 

 
 

Susan Morrison, yet another inspiring member of AAUW Georgetown Branch, has experienced her greatest 
rewards by helping others on their life journeys. Her own journey began where she grew up, in Western New York, 
near Ithaca and Cornell University where her father was a professor. The family later moved to Wilmington, DE 
when her father accepted a job with Dupont.  

A self-described “child of the sixties,” Susan has always been committed to social justice initiatives and, among 
other events and activities, she participated in the freedom march from Selma to Montgomery in the spring of 1965. 
She received her undergraduate degree from Drew University and it was there she first became involved in campus 
ministry which would direct the course of her life and lead to her subsequent participation in a youth program in 
Brazil, a precursor to the Peace Corps.  It was through the campus ministry and her work in Brazil that she felt she 
had a calling to the Methodist ministry. Upon her return to the States, she attended and received a Masters of 
Divinity degree from the Boston University School of Theology, followed by related fellowships in Argentina and 
Rome. She returned from her work abroad and received her first appointment as minister for a Methodist 
congregation in Silver Spring, MD. She later received her Doctorate at the Wesley Theological Seminary at 
American University.  

A pioneer in her field, she was one of the first female clergywomen in the Methodist Church and, later, by becoming 
the fourth female bishop in any major religious denomination in the United States, she broke down even more 
barriers and helped to transform the ministry and make it more inclusive as far as women were concerned. In 
addition to many other contributions during her tenure as minister and bishop, she was honored to have preached in 
front of two presidents and a king. She loved the rituals and traditions of the church, especially ordaining and 
mentoring ministers where she consistently modeled “servanthood” as the key calling for the ministry. With a focus 
on honoring self and others, working toward a vision of a gentler world and honoring the earth as a gift, her greatest 
joy has been participating in the spiritual and life journeys of others. Her guiding principles have been to respect 
others in spite of differences and to have an awareness of the burdens and anxieties we all carry. 

Susan has been a part time resident and visitor to the Delaware Coast for 30 years and has been here full time for 
the past ten years. Her home serves as a gathering place for close friends and their families, her two younger 
siblings, and many nieces and nephews.  

Throughout her nine-year membership in AAUIW Georgetown Branch, Susan feels she has been greatly impacted 
by the remarkable women she has met and the incredible and inspirational stories they have shared. She’s very 
involved in the local community, participating in activities related to the local farmers’ markets, the district Democrat 
Party, the Rehoboth Community Center’s food pantry and shelter, and the Great Decisions program she skillfully 
leads. In addition to these community based activities, Susan enjoys sports, gardening, reading, history, and current 
events. Now a retired Methodist bishop, she is also an active member of the Epworth United Methodist Church in 
Rehoboth.  

Her faith and her relationships with others have directed Susan’s life. The advice she would give to young people is 
to understand that life is a gift and a promise, to live it fully, and to understand that it comes with a responsibility to 
others. Hers has been a life well lived, guided by the principle that “to whom much is given, much is expected.” She 
is a source of inspiration and yet another powerful example of the remarkable women of AAUW. 
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                                MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 
 

 
 

AIDA FRIEDENREICH HONORED  

AAUW member and state board representative to Read Aloud Delaware, Charlotte 
Frye, congratulates Coastal Georgetown member Aida Friedenreich, at the 
December meeting for receiving Read Aloud Delaware's "Kenny Martin 
Award."  The Kenny Martin award recognizes exceptional stewardship of a reading 
site.  This site leadership award is given in each of Delaware's counties and Read 
Aloud Sussex County was thrilled to give it to Aida this year. Honoring Mr. Martin, 
the award speaks to dedicated volunteer leadership, noting that he was "fun" and 
"witty."  Aida is one of those dynamic people who brings joy wherever she 
goes.  Aside from her dedication to Read Aloud, she is organized, faithful and 
extremely welcoming to anyone who has the good fortune of crossing her 
path.  Charlotte Frye noted that "Aida is truly a volunteer organization's dream.  Her 
commitment and organizational skills are outstanding, always tempered with grace 
and humility.  Our Coastal Georgetown branch benefits every month, too.  She 
accepts our registrations and balances our luncheon budgets, welcoming us at every meeting. Besides, she's just a 
darned nice person!" 

Read Aloud's mission is to spend 15 minutes a week reading one-on-one to Delaware's pre-school children.  Read 
Aloud Delaware looks forward to presenting its program to Coastal Georgetown members in the near future. 

Susan Chin 

************************************************************************************************************* 
Note: Our chapter has many members who are recognized for their contributions outside of AAUW. We would like to 
include stories of their contributions from time to time. We encourage you to submit info about yourself or fellow 
members who have been honored or recognized so we can include that information in the newsletter. 

************************************************************************************************************* 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nature Photography and Morrison photo by Mary Lu Pool 


