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Coastal Georgetown Delaware Branch 
American Association of University Women  

Monthly Meeting 
December 15, 2016 

Kings Creek Country Club, Rehoboth 
11:00 to 2:00 

Minutes 
 
 

Mission: AAUW advances equity for women and girls 
through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

 
Kathleen opened the meeting at 11:10 AM 
  
Clothing items were collected for Clothing Our Kids, an 
organization whose mission is to improve the lives of at-risk 
elementary school children by providing them with essential 
school clothing.  
 
Program 
 
1. New members Sharon Stein, Michelle Mart, Martha Minnell, 

Katherine Sneider, Ann Doberstein, and Glenda Risch, were 
introduced. 

2. Guests Susan Aaronson, Antoinette Bradley, Robin Howell, 
Regina Jones-Brake, Susan Landon, Glen Shuster, Glenda 
Risch, Vicki Starns, and Beth White were introduced. 

3. December birthdays were recognized. 
4. Peggy introduced member speaker Susan Morrison. The title 

of Susan’s talk was “Take Nothing for the Journey.” 
 

Susan holds a BA from Drew University, a Masters of Divinity 
from Boston University School of Theology, a Doctor of Divinity 
from Wesley Seminary, and four honorary degrees. Susan was 
elected as one of the first women Bishops in the Protestant 
tradition of the Christian Church. Susan volunteers as day 
manager of the Community Resource Center, at Baby Pantry, 
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Rehoboth Farmers Market, 14th district Democrats, the Epworth 
United Methodist Church, and she coordinates Great Decisions 
for Coastal Georgetown. 
 
Susan related her interesting, experience-filled, and sometimes 
humorous life journey through a series of stories. Her life in 
Delaware began in Junior high when her father began working 
for DuPont. In high school, she began to get “the call” to ministry 
even though she did not grow up in the church and she then 
decided to go to a religious college, Drew University. A 
watershed event happened during her years there. During a 
discussion of how to get people “into” the church, she realized 
that no one is outside God’s love or grace – everyone is 
included. It became her calling to promulgate that everyone is 
loved just as they are. 
 
Political Science gave her a bigger picture of the world. She 
became involved and marched in Montgomery in the ‘60s. Also 
in the ‘60s, she applied to an Episcopal seminary and was 
rejected because she was woman. She continued her ministry 
for four years in Rio de Jeneiro and found it life changing. She 
learned the joy of life through her work in small villages and the 
Amazon jungle working with children and women who had little 
but could still find joy in life. 
 
Susan was then one of three women admitted to Boston 
University School of Theology. Following graduation, she had a 
long history of interesting and varied experiences such as 
serving as Chaplain at Mass General, preaching for a small 
church outside of Boston, studying in Argentina and Rome, and 
learning the value of mentoring with a senior pastor at Marvin 
Memorial in Silver Spring. 
 
Susan then moved into Administrative functions in the Baltimore 
Washington area – 72 churches and chapels, the result of the 
old circuit rider tradition.  She was the first woman in this role 
and faced some resistance initially. As the culmination to her 
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church career, Susan was elected to the Judicial Council of the 
church and then much to her surprise, elected Bishop and 
assigned to Eastern Pennsylvania and Puerto Rico. One of her 
stories during this period ended with a young parishioner’s 
bubble gum getting stuck in her hair and her hair being shaved 
Friar Tuck style. Her bubble gum hair is now in a plastic bag in a 
time capsule! She next went to Vermont where she loved the 
snow and from there to a completely opposite environment, 
working with genocide refugees in the Congo. Her learning from 
these experiences was that the lens with which you see things 
changes everything. She found joy in experiencing rich cultures 
and found hope in ways people found love and healing for the 
people around them. 
 
Susan loves processions and has preached before two 
presidents of countries and one king. But in retirement she 
wanted to do hands on ministry with involvement in the 
community – not leading, just helping.  Susan closed by saying 
that in the shouting and finger pointing of today, we can find 
peace in helping others. 
 
Remarks from Glen Shuster of Clothing Our Kids.  
Glen thanked us for our generosity and gave a brief history of the 
program which was founded in the schools in Millsboro in 2012 
as the result of a school official learning that some children did 
not come to school on some days for lack of clothing. This past 
year the program was present in all schools in Sussex county; 
150 volunteers gave out 16,000 pieces of clothing to over 3500 
children. The need is much greater than anticipated.  The 
mission is to ensure that no child ever misses a day of school 
because they have no shoes or clothing. 
 
Kathleen announced that AAUW is now distributing length of 
membership pins and presented Amy Miller with a10-year pin 
and Susan Smithton with a 5-year pin. 
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5. Susan Chin’s Spotlight on Science was on the “West Area 

Computers.”  The “computers” were initially white women with 
degrees in mathematics. In 1941 President Roosevelt 
prohibited racial discrimination in national defense industry 
and African American women were hired, but restricted to the 
West area of Langley, thus the name “West Area Computers.”  
Susan featured several accomplished computers such as 
Katherine Johnson, who calculated the trajectory for the 
space flight of Alan Shepard, the first American in space. 
Cristine Darden specialized in super sonic booms. Dorothy 
Vaughn was proficient in Fortran and a leader in the West 
Area Computers.  Mary Jackson specialized in wind tunnel 
effects and worked directly with flight engineers.  There has 
been much progress for women in the space program; today 
half of Nasa’s newest astronaut class are women. 

 
 
Business Meeting 

 
1. The minutes from November 2016 meeting were accepted by 

unanimous consent.   Kathleen noted the success of the 
November Silent Auction. 
 

2. Financial Report and Fund Development – Linda Lewis 
Reported that our CD matured and was rolled over into our 
savings account for outreach and scholarships and that we now 
have $900 in the community bank. The checking balance is 
$18,595.84. The new budget for Scholarships is $6851.  
Membership is doing well; the budget was based on 120 
members and we are up to 128. We are on target for all outreach 
programs and are on target to meet budget. 

 
3. Scholarship Committee – Linda Gourley reported that 

applications and posters have been delivered to four high 
schools and completed applications are due March 30. 
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4. Public Policy – Marty Johnson noted that the most recent 
information on public policy can be found on the national 
website. She reminded us that AAUW advocates for women and 
girls in order to change public policy. AAUW will have a 
delegation to the Jan 21st Women’s March.  There are three 
buses going from Rehoboth. AAUW will keep you informed in 
addition to other information on the Two-Minute Activist site. 

If you are marching with another group, do not wear anything 
that says AAUW because they may not be nonpartisan. 
Marty reminded us that the AAUW Public Policy Program 
supports programs such as public education, raising minimum 
wage, voting rights, reproductive life, health care, family planning 
services, and definition of family. Marty encouraged members to 
remain informed about the appointments and policies that are 
being put in place. 
Marty’s presentation featured Barbara Mikulski, one of two 
women in the senate, who will be retiring after 30 years and will 
be leaving 21 women in the next senate with diverse 
representation including Hispanic, Indian, Muslim, African 
American, Asian, and LGBM. New female faces include Lis Blunt 
Rochester from Delaware.   

 
5. Tribute to Wave Starns - Wave Starns was introduced as our 

own premier local mentor, volunteer, public policy.  Wave as 
been involved in all areas of AAUW. Her special advocacy is for 
children and she has been effective in working with legislators. 
She has chaired AAUW program, membership and public 
policy, mentored at West Rehoboth New Beginnings, served as 
Court Appointed Special Advocate and Rehoboth Food Basket 
President. West Rehoboth New Beginnings will receive a 
donation from “Friends of Wave”. Penny spoke from the 
perspective of the state, thanking her for all the work she had 
done at that level. Several members offered their individual 
attributions. She is clearly much loved and respected by many 
people. 

 
6. Update from AAUW Delaware – Penny Deiner has been doing 
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extensive outreach to a wide variety of organizations and is 
achieving recognition for AAUW and increasing our being asked to 
the table. Penny says we are “out and about” and listed examples: 

-U.S. Department of Labor, Women’s Bureau and the 

Delaware Commission for Women conference, regarding 
paid leave. 
-Million Women Mentors in Washington, DC. 
-With Sherri and Kathleen, the Delaware STEM Council in 
Newark 
-National Women’s Law Center and the Delaware 
Department of Education regarding the under reporting of 
Title IX in the Delaware K-12 system 
-AAUW presentative at Kids Count Legislative Event 
-Delaware Hall of Fame Selection Committee member 

 
Meeting adjourned at 1:50 PM 
 

 Next Meeting: January 19, Kings Creek Country Club. 
Our Member Speaker for the meeting is Barbara Shamp, 
author of the just published novel, Third Haven.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Lynn Masiello 
Co-Secretary 
December 26, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


