
Coastal Georgetown Delaware Branch 
American Association of University Women  

Monthly Meeting 
November 17, 2016 

Kings Creek Country Club, Rehoboth 
11:00 to 2:00 

Agenda 
 
 
Program: Auction Day! 
 
Kathleen opened the meeting at 11:20. 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions: New members present were Natalie 
Bloodsworth, Chris Perry-Jacobs, Nancy Fishel, and Anne Doberstein,  
 
Members brought an extensive list of guests to participate in our Silent 
Auction Event. They were Sheree Bloch, Regina Brake-Jones, Monty Moness, 
Waynne Paskins, Melanie Harrison, Catherine Schneider, Kathy Jankowski, 
Cindy Larock, and Sharon Stein. 
 

2. November Birthdays were announced. 
3. Kathleen thanked members who donated their time to organize our event 

today- Barbara Brown, Betsey Baumeister, Susan Chin, Penny Deiner, Linda 
Fischer, Linda Lewis, and Lynn Masiello. 

4. Speaker Member, Connie Andrews, was introduced by Peggy Lewis. 
 
Connie thanked everyone for the opportunity to speak. She was born in Philadelphia 
and graduated from Morgan State University (Baltimore) in Political Science and 
from Virginia State University with a Master’s in History. 
In November ‘14 Connie retired from the federal government after 35 years where 
she worked at the Departments of Justice, Health and Human Services, Defense, and 
the Army. She ended her career as the Human Resources Manager at the 
Environmental Protection Agency.  
Connie traveled with her military spouse for 25 years. Myriad contacts with a 
variety of people and job experiences shaped her into the person she is today.  
A member of Delta Sigma Theta, Sorority Inc. for 43 years, Connie is now president 
of the Sussex County Alumnae Chapter and is a Golden Life Member. While in Korea, 
she was a Charter Member of their Republic of Korea Alumnae Chapter.  She is a 
member of the National Coalition of 100 Black Women, a lifetime member of the 
Morgan State University Alumni Association and now a member of the Coastal 
Georgetown Branch of AAUW.   



After living in Woodbridge, VA for 22 years, she and her husband, moved to Lewes, 
Delaware. She has a daughter, son, and five granddaughters, better known as Nana’s 
A Team. 

In the early 1970’s many colleges and universities did not open their doors to 
African American students. Morgan State offered a great opportunity. Connie is their 
strong advocate and also for other Historical Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCU’s).  HBCUs continue to play a critical role in helping America overcome a 
looming shortage of scientists and engineers vital to the nation's future economic 
growth and competitiveness. Despite meager funding and a lack of public 
recognition, these educational institutions are producing a large share of the 
nation's African American graduates in the fields of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM). 

These institutions are a source of accomplishment and great pride for the African 
American community as well as the nation.  
While these institutions give African American students a sense of being and 
belonging in society they have always admitted students of all races. Created in the 
aftermath of the  Civil War, mostly in former slave states, there are 107 HBCUs both 
public and private, community colleges, four-year institutions, medical, and law 
schools. They are congressionally mandated. HCBU’s have produced approximately 
70% of all black doctors and dentists, 50% of black engineers and public school 
teachers, and 35% of black lawyers.  

Delta Sigma Theta, Sorority, Inc. is a not-for profit Greek-lettered sorority of college-
educated women dedicated to public service, academic excellence and to help 
persons in need with an emphasis on programs for the African American 
community.  Founded on January 13, 1913, at Howard University. On March 3, 1913 
they participated in the Women's Suffrage March in Washington D.C. 100 years 
later, Connie participated in the reenactment of the Women Suffrage March. 

 Today, Delta Sigma Theta has over 300,000 members and is open to any woman 
who meets the membership requirements, regardless of religion, race, or 
nationality. Women may join through undergraduate chapters at a college or 
university, or through an alumnae chapter after earning a college degree. Their core 
values are sisterhood, scholarship and service. When Black women were not 
allowed to get a college education, Delta Sigma Theta gave them a safe place to talk 
about discrimination. AA women have a history of needing to protection from 
vulnerability both psychologically and physically. Because most of us strongly 
believe in service to the community, we stay committed and involved in our 
communities as a lifelong commitment. We consistently collaborate with 
community and corporate organizations like Habitat for Humanity, Coca-Cola, Wal-
Mart, and General Electric. There are 940 chapters in the US and throughout the 
world. Delta Sigma Theta is a member of the nine National Pan-Hellenic Council 

(NPHC) organizations, sometimes collectively referred to as the "Divine Nine." The 
National Pan-Hellenic Council was established in an age when racial segregation and 
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disenfranchisement plagued African Americans. The rise of each of the black 
fraternities and sororities that make up the NPHC bore witness to the fact that 
despite hardships African Americans refused to accede to a status of inferiority. 
Delta Sigma Theta is also affiliated with the NAACP and the National Council of 
Negro Women (NCNW).  

Their centennial celebration began with our participation in the Tournament of 
Roses Parade in Pasadena, CA with a float entitled "Transforming Communities 
through Sisterhood and Service."   

In 2015 sorority members, including members of Congress, flooded a Senate 
hearing room in support of our sorority sister Attorney General nominee Loretta 
Lynch. Along with the wife of former attorney General Eric Holder, Loretta started a 
chapter of the sorority at Harvard University. Though the connection was 
controversial to members of the right-wing media, her sorority sisters proudly 
donned the organization’s signature colors—crimson and cream—in the hearing 
room. Some of Delta’s most notable members are Dorothy Height, Barbara Jordan, 
Shirley Chisholm, Soledad Obrien, Lena Horne, Cicely Tyson, Aretha Franklin, 
Roberta flack, Nikki Giovanni, Gwen Ifill, Natalie Cole, and Mary McLeod Bethune to 
just name a few. 

In closing, Connie shared a poem from Mary McLeod Bethune. 

Delta Girl 

The Delta girl is one who has been given the opportunity of education and broad 
development: she is one who has enjoyed the privileges of culture and selected 
environment…It is pleasing to a heartfelt depth to see her not as self-centered, not 
desirous of selfish power, not wanting the plaudits of people, not wanting glory - but 
with a purpose which directs her activities and all that she may control toward 
lifting somebody else. 
 
 
Both Delta Sigma Theta and AAUW are non-partisan and both embrace a passion for 
helping young women. Thus, the Find Your Future initiative is perfect as a shared 
endeavor between the two organizations. Recently they joined forces to carry out a 
program at Cape Henlopen High School. Another opportunity for collaboration is the 
Girls Summit where students want to know how to apply for jobs and how to 
prepare. Connie feels it’s great to see both groups work together.  
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Announcements:  
 
Susan Chin announced that at our December meeting we will have a holiday drive 
for Clothing Our Kids- a local charity that provides at-risk children with clothes to go 
to school. They provide thousands of clothing items to Sussex County kids. They 
request coats under $20 and fleece hoodies for elementary to HS students, sizes 6-
middle school age. Clothing for Kids is 100% nonprofit. Please leave the tags on 
because some children have never received a new piece of clothing.  
Cash or gently used clothing will also be accepted. 
 
Clothing Our Kids 
26582 John J Williams Hwy Suite 2 
Millsboro, DE 19966 
302-864-KIDS 5437 
clothingourkids@gmail.com 
www.clothingourkids.org 
 
Bring the items (or cash to donate) to next month’s meeting where there will be a 
representative from Clothing Our Kids. Who will receive the items. 
 
Kathleen, Sheri and Penny attended the 2016 Delaware STEM Symposium and 
Awards Ceremony at the University of Delaware on November 15. They made 
contact with professionals in the field who are involved in STEM education and 
shared data that demonstrated, among other information, that the United States lags 
behind other nations regarding graduates in the STEM fields. 
 
Barbara Shamp announced that a basket auction would be held in the spring at a 
restaurant to be decided and open to the public in order to expand AAUW’s ability to 
fund raise for scholarship. Over 20 members signed up to help in a variety of short-
term jobs. Barbara stated that it’s important for members to support the event the 
day of through networking with their friends and family.  
 
The auction and lunch was held following announcements. A total of almost $1800 
was raised, more than double the profits from the 2015 auction.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Shamp  
Co-secretary 
December 12, 2016 
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